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BILL

further to amend the Microfinance lnstitutions Ordinance, 2001

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Microfinance Institution
Ordinancc,200l (l,V of2001) lor the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

l. Short titleand commencement.- (l) This Act rnay be called the
Microfinance Institutions (Amendment) BiU, 2017.

(2) It shall come into force at once

2. Amen ent ti o tnance V of 2001 In the Microfiniurce
Institutions Ordinance, 2001 (LV of200t), in section 7, a{ier sub-section (6), the

following new sub-section (7) shall be added, namely:-

'i/. A microfinance institution shall not discriminate against a disabled
person in providing microfinance services on multiple grounds ofany disability.

f,xplanation 1.- A micrcfinance institution is said to discriminate against a person

on grounds of disability if because, microfinance institution treats a customer with
disability unfavourably than a customer without disability in similar circumstances.

Explanation 2.- Disabled person means a disabled person as dcfined under
I)isabled Persons (Employment and Rehabilitation) Ordinance, 1981.".

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND R-EASONS

Pakistan is signatory to Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD). Pakistan ratified the Convention in 2001. The Convention
aims to protect freedonrs and rights of disabled persons. lt also seeks to eliminate

discrimination against disabled in all forms. The convention also expects state

A



parties to provide legal protection to disabled persons against discrimination on all
grounds.

?. The Government introduced its first National Policy for Persons with
Disabilities in 2002. It vr'as followed by a National Plan of Action of 2006 to
provide a roadmap for implemcnting the policy. One of its short term goals was to
provide 'legisluive supp(,rt to persons with disabilities' and in long term to give

'more effective enforcemr:nt and expansion of social assistance and social security
programme under the provisions ofexisting laws.

3. I'lre Bill prohibits microfinar,ce institutions from disuiminating against

disabled persons. It airns to eradicate discrimination against disabled persons in
acquiring microcredit from microfi nance institutions.
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