[ TO BE INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ]

A
BILL
further to amend the Patents Ordinance, 2000

'"WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Patents Ordinance, 2000 (LXI of
20)0), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

it is hereby enacted as under:—

5 Short title and mmmencément.—{l}- This Act may be called thc Patents
(A nendment) Act, 2046

(2) It shall come into force at once..

2. Amendment of sectiuﬁ 2, Ordinance LXT of 2000.—In the Patents Ordinance,
2000 (LX]1 of 2000), hereinafter referred to as the said Ordinance, in section 2, for clause
(e) the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“(e) “date of publication”, wherever appearing in this Ordinance, shall be the
date on which the Patent Journal is uploaded on Intellectual Property Rights
Organization or printed in hard form, whichever is earlier;”.

3. Amendment of section 13, Ordinance LXI of 2000.—In the said Drdmanca in
section 13, in sub-section (9), in the proviso,—

(a) for the word “advertisement”, the -word “publication” shall be substituted;
and

(b) for the words “official Gazette”, the words “Patent Journal” shall be
substituted. ,

4, Amendment of section 21, Ordii :nce LXI of 2000.—In the said Ordinance, in
seciion 21, for the words “advertise in the official Gazette”, the words “publish in the
Paiznt Journal” shall be substituted.

5. Amendment of section 44, Ordinance LXI of 2000,—In the said Ordinance, in
sed tion 44. in sub-section (3), for the words “advertise in the official Gazette”, the words
“p1 blish in the Patent Journal™ shall be substituted.

6. Amendment of section 48, Ordinance LXI of 2000.—In the said Ovdinance, in
secion 48 in clause (c), for the words “official Gazette” , the words “Patent Joumal™
shz i be substituted.

7. Amendment of section 90, Ordinance LXI of 2000.—In the said Ordinance, in
sec lon 90, —

(a) for the word “advertisement”, the word “publication” shall be substituted;
and

{(b) for the words “official Gaicttﬂ", the words “Patent Journal” shall be
substituted.



S‘_I'ATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

.Pakistan Intellectual Property Rights Organization (IPO Pakistan) was
estahlished in 2005 under the administrative control of the Cabinet Division. Three registries
the Trade Marks Registry, Copyright Office and Patent Office were integrated and became
part of the new Organization under a unified and integrated management. '

23 One of the registries, the Patent'dfﬁne, I{aradhi is empowered by virtue of law to
grant patent rights to inventors on sharing temniéai disclosure with the patent office, in the
form of patent applmat:an Gnce patent apphcaﬂun has been received, the patent Office
generally takes a series of steps prior to. grantmg 111& patﬁnt There are three main activities,

namely,-
. » aformality examinaiian.
= a substﬁmive exézmine_utinﬁl and_"_the
+ grant and publication of the patent.’ '
3, ‘Regarding publication of the patert, -in pre internet era, countries all over the

world used to publish patent applications in hard form, now a days these are available on the
official websites of IP offices and after certain period of time (usually after 18 months of patent
filingjgeneral public can access the complete 'ﬁfad patent app!icatihn ‘In Pakistan, patent
office notifies / publishes patent applications on makly basis in Dﬁ' cial Gazette Part-V to
make it available to the ‘public in hard form. This. pro::ass dalay& access to patant Information
to the public. Once it is published in electronic form it will i 1mpm‘~.fe aucesmbrlity and clrculation
of patent information at appropﬂa!e time,

4, Therefore, IPO Pékistén has proposed amendments in Patent Ordinance, 2000
to pubilsh patents from hard form fo electronic form. Proposed amendment related to
electronic publmatmn of Patent Jmurnaf moved th.ough Cabinet ‘after seeking consent of
relevant stakeholders. The Federal Cabinet is ptaased to app'rwa the proposed amendments
in the Patent Ordinance 2000 regarding areatmnic pl.iblicatiun of patent jﬂurnal.

The prﬂpmsed amendment saaks to achfeve the following ob}ectwes

- to bring our system at par with uthar IP ﬂﬂ' ices of the world;

- to create awareness; '

- to make the pubi;catmn of patent applicatmns easily accessible by the public;
- to increase the circulation of patent lnfqrrnatmn at mass level.
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